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Lending a helping hand

By Caitlyn Morgan

unraysiadai

STUDENTS undertaking a Diplom
Community Services at SuniTAFE have
become a vital part of the Hands Up Mal-

selected to take part in the project, where
they are assisting Hands Up Mallee by
conducting community conversations
The local initiative is working across the
community to find out whatit takes to tack-
ociety’s most complex and entrenched
social issuies, such as alcohol and drug use,
ly violence and unemployment.
AFE student Adam Henschke has
placed at Northern Mallee Communi-

fa

ership and visits multiple organisa
ek
al

d schools about three days a we
ing hands-on experience and d
in vulnerable situations h:
wvaluable,” Mr Henschke said.

45 been very good for our confi-
and has allowed me to create net-
"’,'.’"' opportunities with the schools and
other s

ke said it has been a great

opportunity for the students with each
bringing different experiences and levels
of enthusiasm to the project. 3

Astudent’s roleis to have conversations
with community members who are expe-
riencing challenges in their lives and who
aren't often asked for their perspectives.

This enables Hands Up Mallee to re-
ceive an insight into what areas the Sun-
raysia community needs to work on to
create social change.

“I have done a lot of work at schools
and it’s amazing how a 13 and 14-year-old
can unpack a topic, and to see that young
mind at work is quite amazing,” Mr Hen-
schke said.

Once complete, the responses will be
analysed and the strongest themes will help
identify the community’s vision for change.

Once the big vision has been identified
ction teams will be put in place,

With the help of the TAFE students,
Hands Up Mallee has its sights set on
reaching more than 1000 voices,

For more information on the project,
or to have your say, visit handsupmallee,
com.

SuniTAFE Diploma of Communiity Services students
Abby Senior and Adam Henschike with Northern
Mallee Community Partnership project officer
Sammy Jetson, who are all part of the Hands Up
Mallee project. Picture: Lopise Dargss




