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Mayor’s Message 

Our community’s future lies with our young people.  

There are more than 6,000 children aged 0-9 years in the Mildura Rural City Council local 

government area and unlike many other regional communities, our population of young 

people and young families is growing. This is a wonderful thing, because it means we have 

an abundance of enthusiastic and fresh people to get involved and lead our community into 

the future.  

It also presents our communities with a challenge of ensuring there are opportunities, 

services and facilities available to meet the needs of children, young people and their 

families. It is also paramount that we provide opportunities for children to have the best 

start in life. This includes everything from health and welfare through to education and 

protecting children from disadvantage. 

The Municipal Early Years Plan 2015-2018 sets out how Mildura Rural City Council will work 

over the next four years to address a range of priority areas for children in our community 

and I commend the work of the many Council staff, agencies and residents who helped 

develop it. 

As a parent myself I am all too aware that a child’s happiness and welfare is paramount, 

but I also believe that nurturing and developing young people is essential for our 

community.  

Our future is in many ways as good as those who will shape it. 

Cr Glenn Milne 

Mayor 
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Introduction 

Mildura Rural City Council recognises the importance and value of investing in our youngest 

community members; our children are our  future.  The evidence provides clear indication 

that strong investment in the first eight years of a child’s life will make a significant 

difference not only in the child’s life but also  to the broader community.  This type of 

investment leads to improved social, human and economic outcomes for the community.  

This is recognised as being especially important for children from vulnerable families.   

Irrefutable international evidence identifies investment in early childhood reaps substantial 

economic and societal returns - for every $1 spent a conservative $8 is returned in higher 

wages, increased school achievement, employment and and reduced criminal justice 

expenditure  (Carneiro & Heckman, 2003).  Professor Frank Oberklaid from the Center of 

Community Child Health (Royal Children’s Hospital) advises the research clearly shows 

investment in early childhood is the best economic investment any country can make 

(Oberklaid, 2015).  At a local level this can mean fewer people living in poverty, less at-risk 

adolescents, better health outcomes, greater school achievement, stronger employability 

and higher rate revenue. 

Local Municipal Early Years Plans (MEYPs) are one of a range of plans that the Mildura Rural 

City Council develops in partnership with the community to support the enhancement of 

the well-being of our community.  The Municipal Association of Victoria advises that active 

policy and rigorous early years planning ensures that local early year’s systems are 

coordinated and children and families receive appropriate programs, especially where 

exclusion or additional needs are evident. 

This MEYP has been a two stage process. For the first time in 2014 the Council 

commissioned a report on the State of Mildura Rural City Council’s Children and Young 

People.  The report was commissioned to recognise the critical importance of 

understanding how our children and young people are faring.  The data identified clear 

priorities and an opportunity to  consider how we work differently to achieve better 

outcomes.. 

The MEYP is not intended to be a plan that captures the whole service system within the 

Municipality but rather to provide a starting point for some of the conversations that need 

to happen.  This plan defines council’s role in service provision, advocacy, leadership, 

facility provision and community development for children in the early years. 

This plan is a key strategy for Mildura Rural City Council articulating the vision it has for 

Children now and into the future.  The MEYP is developed with links to other key Council 

strategies and should work alongside the plans of other local early years organisations. 

Children should have the right to express their views and to be consulted in decisions that 

affect their lives.  For this reason, for the first time Mildura Rural City Council has asked 

children their thoughts on their community.   
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Child Rights 

This MEYP recognises that every child deserves to have an enjoyable and healthy childhood 

and that children’s rights need to be protected. 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child consists of 54 

articles and is guided by four fundamental principles: 

1. EVERY CHILD, EVERYWHERE: Children should neither benefit nor 

suffer because of their race, colour, gender, language, religion, national, 

social or ethnic origin, or because of any political or other opinion; 

because of their caste, property or birth status; or because they are 

disabled. 

2. THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD: Laws and actions affecting 

children should put their best interests first and benefit them in the best 

possible way. 

3. SURVIVAL, DEVELOPMENT AND PROTECTION: The authorities in 

each country must protect children and help ensure their full 

development — physically, spiritually, morally and socially. 

 4. A VOICE: Children have a right to have their say in decisions that 

affect them and to have their opinions taken into account. 

These principles should underpin all our work especially when making decisions throughout 

our community that affect our children. 
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Vision 

Council’s overall vision for children is: 

“Young children have opportunities for the best start in life.” 

This can be seen in its Council’s Plan 2013 to 2017 under Council’s Key Result Area of 1.4 

Community Services and Goal  
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Key Strategic Areas 

Based on the State of Mildura Rural City Council State of Children and Young People report 

this plan was developed under the four main priority areas and Council developed the 

following goals and has aligned measures for these areas: 

Priority Area Goal Measure 

Child Wellbeing • Children are developing well 

by age six in comparison with 

the State Average 

• Children visit maternal and 

child health services  

• Children and parents are 

involved in Playgroups 

• Australian Early Development 

Census 

• Maternal and Child Health 

visits (Key Age and stages) 

• Participation in playgroups 

Safe and secure • Children and young people 

are safe in their own homes 

• Children and young people 

are safe in their community 

• Families are financially secure 

• Children and young people 

are secure in their learning 

environment 

• Child protection notifications 

• Incidents of family violence 

• Crime where a child or young 

person is the victim 

• Crime where a child or young 

person is the offender 

• Feeling safe to walk in their 

local area during the day 

• Feeling safe to walk in their 

local area at night 

• Number of dwellings rented 

from government housing 

• Number of single parent 

families 

• Number of jobless families 

with children less than 15 

years 

Engaged, learning and achieving • Families are supportive of 

learning 

• Children participating in 

kindergarten 

• Services enable participation 

in pre-school 

• Children feel connected to 

• Children whose 

parents/caregivers who are 

engaged in supporting school 

activities 

• Children who are regularly 

read too  

• Kindergarten participation 

rates 
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Priority Area Goal Measure 

school 

• Children and young people 

are achieving at school 

• Children who have access to 

internet at home 

• Early Start Kindergarten 

participation rates 

• Kindergarten participation 

rates for Out of Home Care 

Children 

• Proportion of children who 

report feeling connected to 

school 

• Proportion of children who 

exceed literacy benchmarks 

• Proportion of children who 

exceed numeracy 

benchmarks 

 

Happy and healthy • Children have a healthy 

childhood 

• Children have a physically 

active childhood 

• Families have time for 

children 

• Children are active in the 

community 

• Children and families are 

supported by positive 

relationships 

• Proportion of children 

breastfed 

• Proportion of children 

immunised 

• Access to healthy and fresh 

food 

• Obesity rates in children 

• Low birth rates babies 

• Levels of smoking during 

pregnancy 

• Rate of childhood accidents 

• Physical activity rates 
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Background 

The following diagram illustrates the hierarchy of strategic planning and shows where the 

Municipal Early Years Plan fits in Council’s planning processes. 

 

A community approach 

The Municipal Early Years Plan has clear links to the Northern Mallee Community 

Partnership (NMCP) and the Mallee Children and Youth Area Partnership (MCYAP). 

The NMCP was launched in 2013. It is an amalgamation of the Mildura Rural City Council's 

Community Engagement Framework with the Northern Mallee Primary Care Partnership. 

The amalgamation of these organisations established a platform for a true cross-sector 

Community Partnership incorporating health, human services, education, local 

government, justice and the police, to be at the same table, working on a common agenda 

using a collaborative approach to the work they share in common. 

The Mallee Children and Youth Area Partnership was established in 2014 to support the 

alignment of state, local government and community sector services to support the 

achievement of better outcomes for vulnerable children and young people, across the 

Mallee. It recognises the NMCP as its place based partner whose key role is  inform the 

discussion planning and decision making for the Mildura Local Government Area.  

The NMCP and the MCYAP are working together to 

• Create safe and supportive communities where children can live free of abuse 

and neglect 
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• Support the learning and development of all children and young people, 

particularly those who are at risk of disengaging or who have disengaged 

The Best Start for Child Wellbeing group consists of the Best Start initiative and the Child 

Wellbeing group from the former Community Engagement Framework.  Best Start is a 

funded Victorian State Government program and its main aim is to support families, 

caregivers and communities to provide the best possible start for children aged 0-8 years.  

Best Start looks to provide improvements in the following areas: 

• Better access to child and family support, health services and early education 

• Improvements in parents’ capacity, confidence and enjoyment of family life 

• Communities that are more child and family friendly 

A Collective impact approach 

The Best Start for Child Wellbeing group is committed to finding solutions for complex 

problems using a Collective Impact approach.  The Collective Impact framework is a 

structured approach for collaborative work across government, business and philanthropy, 

non-profit organisation and community to achieve significant and sustainable change to 

complex social problems. 
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Demographics 

In 2014 Mildura Rural City Council launched its first The State of Mildura Rural City’s 

Children and Young People report.  This report presents a profile of how Mildura LGA’s 

children and young people are faring across indicators and measures established in State 

Government’s State of Victoria’s children report 2012.  This plan should be used in 

conjunction with The State of Mildura Rural City’s Children and Young People report 2014. 

Without repeating this data in detail provided below is a snapshot: 

The Mildura Local Government Area (LGA) covers an area of 22,082 square km and is 

located in the most north western corner of Victoria.  According to the ABS (2011) the 

population is 50,979 people in the Mildura LGA.  The Department of Planning and 

Community Development (2012) has projected that the Mildura LGA population will 

increase to 64,288 in 2031. 

In the last ABS census there were 6,767 children aged 0-9 years and birth rates at the 

Mildura Base Hospital constant of approximately 700 per year. 

According to the ABS 2011 the Indigenous population in Mildura LGA is more than five 

times the Victorian population with 3.6% of the population identifying as Indigenous and 

further to this the median age for indigenous people is 18 years. 

Of significant note for this report is that certain cohorts within the Mildura LGA are 

experiencing high levels of socio-economic disadvantage in terms of income, education, 

employment, wealth and living conditions.  Mildura LGA is listed in the Index of Relative 

Socio-Economic Disadvantage (ISRD) 2011 as the fifth most disadvantaged, which is 

worsening from the 2006 ranking of twelfth.  Applying the Index of Relative Socio-Economic 

Advantage and Disadvantage (IRSAD) in 2011 the Mildura LGA ranked as the third most 

disadvantaged LGA in Victoria, falling in the highest 10% of disadvantaged LGAs.  Again, this 

ranking has worsened since the last measure in 2006, when Mildura LGA was ranked as 17th 

and sitting in the highest 30% of disadvantaged LGAs. 

The Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) data is a population measure of children’s 

development as they enter school.  The AEDC measures five domains of early childhood 

development: social competence, emotional maturity, language and cognitive skills, 

communication skills and general knowledge, and physical health and wellbeing.  These five 

domains are closely linked to the predictors of good adult health, education and social 

outcomes.  According to the 2012 AEDC 13.4% of Mildura LGA children are 

developmentally vulnerable in two or more domains and these figures have worsened 

since the last census in 2009. 

While there are various areas that require improvement Mildura Rural City is doing well in 

some of the Maternal and Child Health Key Ages and Stages visits particularly at the home 

visit, 2 week visit and 4 months check-up.  Also to be noted is that Mildura Rural City does 

have high immunisation rates particular in the 24-27 month age group. 
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Policy Context 

There are a number of policies from the State and Federal that have impact on our 

Council’s work in the Early years.  The following policies are identified as key to this plan: 

Early Childhood Agreement for Children in OutEarly Childhood Agreement for Children in OutEarly Childhood Agreement for Children in OutEarly Childhood Agreement for Children in Out----of Home Careof Home Careof Home Careof Home Care    (2014)(2014)(2014)(2014)    

This agreement is a joint agreement between Municipal Association Victoria, DHS and DET 

and sets out the clear roles and responsibilities for the each party to ensure that support is 

given to all children in the OoHC system.  In particular note is Mildura Rural City Council’s 

role when it comes to providing access to services such as Maternal and Child Health and 

Kindergarten opportunities. 

National Quality FrameworkNational Quality FrameworkNational Quality FrameworkNational Quality Framework    for Early Childhood Edufor Early Childhood Edufor Early Childhood Edufor Early Childhood Education and Carecation and Carecation and Carecation and Care    

This framework ensures children receive a high standard of education and care.  The 

National Quality Framework (NQF) applies to most long day care, family day care, 

preschool and kindergarten, and outside schools hours care services. The NQF is a national 

approach to the regulation and quality assessment of early childhood education and care 

services. 

The Framework includes a: 

• national legislative framework that creates a uniform national approach to the 

regulation and quality assessment of education and child care services in Australia 

• National Quality Standard that sets a national benchmark for the quality of education 

and care services 

• national quality rating and assessment process that rates services against the National 

Quality Standard 

Mildura Rural City Council’s Family Day Care service and Playalong Early Learning Centre 

comes under this framework and both services have been assessed against the National 

Quality Standards. 

Other legislationOther legislationOther legislationOther legislation    

Early years programs and initiatives are also well supported by other legislation including 

Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005, the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 and the 

Children, Youth and Families Act 2005. 
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Mildura Rural City Council’s 

Role in Early Years 

It should be seen that Local Government has a significant role to play when it comes to the 

Early Years, however Councils cannot do it on their own.  Much of the work to make 

significant changes needs to come from working in partnership and collaboration with 

other agencies and the community. 

Some of the recommendations made in this Action Plan are about implementing changes 

within Council, whilst others place Council in a position to provide leadership and facilitate 

partnerships with key stakeholders and the community. 

The key roles have been identified for Council, including: 

• Planning and coordination - acting as a key coordination point and community 

planner in early years 

• Service provision - delivering a range of early years programs, activities and 

initiatives 

• Facility planning – planning, providing and maintaining a range of early years 

infrastructure 

• Advocacy - lobbying and advocating to state and federal governments and other 

key 

• stakeholders on behalf of early years programs, young children and their families 

• Strengthening community capacity - facilitating community connections and 

community 

• participation in decision making, including vulnerable families 

Mildura Rural City Council provides direct service provision in the following: 

• Maternal & Child Health (MCH) – this service plays a key role in supporting children 

and families from birth to school age.  This service is free to all families and children 

are able to visit a MCH nurse throughout the 10 Key and Stage visits or more if 

needed.  Evidence has shown that connection and participation through MCH is 

important to a child’s development and can lessen any disadvantage for a child in a 

vulnerable situation. The Enhanced MCH Service assertively responds to the needs 

of children and families at risk of poor outcomes, in particular where there are 

multiple risk factors.  This service is a more intensive level of support and provided 

in addition to the universal MCH service.  Additional to this, there is also a Lactation 

Consultant Service which provides support around breastfeeding and New Parents 

Groups available to first time parents, which provides support and guidance around 

parenting skills. 
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• Best Start – this is a state government initiative.  The initiative has a partnership 

structure with Mildura Rural City Council taking the role as the fund holder and 

employs a facilitator to undertake the actions to improve participation in 

Kindergarten and Maternal and Child Health services.  For an understanding of the 

structure please refer to section “Community Approach”. 

• Supported Playgroups and Parent Groups Initiative is a Victorian government 

program that provides play opportunities for young children.  These play group 

opportunities are designed to assist and foster language development, social skills, 

motor skills and give children a chance to experience sensory play.  Playgroups in a 

supported environment give parents and caregivers an opportunity to develop 

friendships and social supports, and also they can be provided with opportunities 

that assist in developing parenting skills, capacity and confidence.  

• Family Day Care – this is a flexible home-based child care and education service 

that offers a safe, secure, caring and stimulating environment for young babies 

through to pre-teens.  There are more than 35 registered Family Day Care 

Educators throughout the Mildura area and they work from their homes across 

Mildura Rural City Council as well as Wentworth Shire Council. 

• Playalong Early Learning Centre – is a unique service as it is the only service in the 

local area that offers a Kindergarten program, Long Day Care and Occasional Care.  

It is a 34 place centre catering for children from 6 weeks to school age children. 

Methodology of the project: 

• Research and review with particular attention to Municipal Association 

Victoria MEYP Planning Guide 

• Research other relevant documents, also review other council MEYPs. 

• Review of local statistical data (State of Children report) and prioritise 

data sets 

• Review of relevant council planning documents such as Council Plan, 

Community Health and Wellbeing Plan, community plans, Best Start 

Action Plan, Social Indicators report, Unlocking Sunraysia’s Potential 

Action Plan. 

• Review of relevant state and federal government planning around early 

years 

• Review of other relevant data including Community Satisfaction 

Surveys 

• Undertake vision session with councillors 

• Undertake community survey 

• Hold external agency workshop 

• Hold internal workshop with key areas within Council 

• Surveys with children via schools 
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Key Findings from Consultation 

The community survey was undertaken online and it was distributed via networks 

throughout early years.  A total of 123 people completed the survey.  A full copy of the 

survey results can be found in Appendix 1. 

 

Question 4 was an open ended question and asked respondents ‘As a parent or caregiver 

what are your 3 biggest concerns in regards to raising children?’  The following graph 

provides an indication of the themes that came from this question. 

 

 

The top three responses related to safety, education and health.   

Question 5 was also open ended and asked respondents to consider ‘What are the top 3 

things that would make Mildura Rural City Council a great place to live for families and 

young children?’  The responses were categorised into main themes and the following graph 

shows the results. 
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The top 3 response were around ‘Access to services’, ‘Better playgrounds’ and ‘better 

children facilities’ 

Consultation was also undertaken with children of Ranfurly Primary School Year 2 students 

and this consultation gave valuable information around how children felt about their own 

community.  Children were asked to express themselves either by writing words or drawing 

a picture around the following questions: 

- What do you like about living in Mildura? 

- If you had a magic wand what would you change about Mildura? 

The children’s responses to the first question included key themes such as the river, parks, 

library, Mildura Waves, and that Mildura was clean and safe. 

The second question also provided good information including more amenities and more 

consideration about the views of children.  Some of the responses can be seen throughout 

the document. 

A number of workshops were held with internal and external stakeholders including a 

specific session held with Kindergarten and Long Day Care Services.  This consultation has 

been included a specific action plan for this particular cohort and forms part of the Best Start 

Action Plan. 
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Action Plan 

Priority area Goal Action Measures Lead Timeframe 

Engaged, Learning and 

Achieving  

Increased access to kindergarten 

for vulnerable families 

Develop a central enrolment system 

for central Mildura kindergartens 

Program developed Council-Community 

Care Services 

2016 

Engaged, Learning and 

Achieving  

All children in MRCC are 

participating in Kindergarten 

Implement a  Central Enrolment 

system for Kindergartens by 2017 

% Program implemented 

Improvement in Kindergarten 

Participation rates 

Council – Community 

Care Services 

2017 

Engaged, Learning and 

Achieving  

Increased participation of 

vulnerable families 

Implement training for working with 

vulnerable families in each 

kindergarten 

100% take up of training Council- Community 

Care Services 

Supported by Mallee 

Family Care, Mallee 

Accommodation and 

Support Program 

2016 

Engaged, Learning and 

Achieving  

Families are supportive of 

learning 

Undertake community literacy 

program 

% Program implemented 

Improvement in AEDC data 

Mallee Family Care  

Supported by Best Start 

for Child Wellbeing 

group 

2016 

Happy and Healthy 

Engaged learning and 

Achieving 

Families are supportive of 

learning 

Children have a healthy 

childhood 

Continue to provide quality care and 

education in Family Day Care by 

maintaining accreditation  

Utilisation rates 

Assessment Rating  

Council – Community 

Care Services 

Ongoing 
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Priority area Goal Action Measures Lead Timeframe 

Child Wellbeing 

 

All Children visit Maternal and 

Child Health Services  

Continue to provide Maternal and 

Child Health service and  

Improvement in Maternal and 

Child Health KAS visits 

Council – Community 

Care Services 

Ongoing 

Child Wellbeing 

 

Increased access to Maternal 

and Child Health Services 

Develop flexible delivery options to 

suit client needs develop an 

engagement strategy to increase 

participation in MCH Universal 

Increased participation in 

Maternal and Child Health by 

Aboriginal families, CALD 

families, teenage mother’s 

Council – Community 

Care Services 

2016 

Engaged, Learning and 

Achieving 

Children are participating in 

Kindergarten 

Provide leadership in the Early Years 

sector and continue hold forums with 

Kindergartens and Long Day Care 

Centres 

Participation numbers at 

forums 

Council – Community 

Care Services 

Ongoing 

3 meetings per year 

Happy and Healthy Children and Families are 

supported by positive 

relationships 

Continue to be the lead agency 

responsible for Best Start Implement 

the Best Start Action Plan 

% Best Start Action Plan 

implemented annually 

Council – Community 

Care Services 

Ongoing 

Child Wellbeing Children and parents are 

involved in playgroups 

Continue to be the lead agency 

responsible for Implement the 

Supported Playgroups and Parents 

Initiative 

% SPPI Action implemented 

annually 

Council – Community 

Care Services 

Ongoing 

Child Wellbeing Children in out of home care are 

developing well 

Develop a process to identify children 

who are in out of home care to ensure 

they are accessing Maternal and Child 

Health 

Process developed Lead-Department of 

Education and Training 

Support from 

Community Care 

Services 

2016 

Child Wellbeing Children in out of home care are 

developing well 

Implement a process to identify 

children who are in out of home care 

to ensure they are accessing Maternal 

and Child Health 

Participation in Maternal and 

child health of children 

currently in out of home care 

Council-Community 

Care Services 

2016 
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Priority area Goal Action Measures Lead Timeframe 

Child Wellbeing Children are developing well by 

age 6 years 

Undertake a collective impact 

approach to the Early Years sector 

Improved outcomes for 

children aged 0-6 years 

Northern Mallee 

Community Partnership 

Support from 

Community Futures 

2016 

Happy and Healthy Children are active in the 

community 

Develop training package for internal 

and external around consultation with 

children 

% Training package developed Council – Community 

Care Services 

2016 

Happy and Healthy Children are active in the 

community 

Implement training for internal and 

external stakeholders around 

consultation with children 

Training held 

Satisfaction of training 

Council – Community 

Care Services 

2017 

Happy and Healthy Children are active in the 

community 

Undertake process for becoming Child 

Friendly Cities using Collective Impact 

process 

Charter completed and 

endorsed by Council 

 

Northern Mallee 

Community Partnership 

2017 

Safe secure Children and young people are 

safe in their community 

Crime Prevention Through 

Environmental Design principles are 

applied to new development 

% of community spaces audited 

as non-compliant 

Council – Community 

Futures 

Ongoing – 

achievements 

reported annually 

Safe secure Children and young people are 

safe in their community 

Conduct audit of parent change room 

facilities within CBD 

 

Audit complete Council – Building 

Maintenance 

2016 

Safe secure Children and young people are 

safe in their community 

Develop a plan to improve parent 

change room facilities within Mildura 

CBD 

Project completed Council – Building 

Maintenance 

2016 
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Priority area Goal Action Measures Lead Timeframe 

Happy and Healthy Children are active in the 

community 

Consult with children when 

developing new facilities for children 

eg playgrounds and children 

playspaces 

Consultation completed with 

children 

Council – Building and 

Environmental Services 

2017 

Happy and Healthy Children and families are 

supported by positive 

relationships 

Develop an online Early Years 

Directory 

Project completed and 

maintained 

Council – Community 

Care Services 

2018 

Engaged, learning and 

achieving  

Children and young people are 

achieving at school 

Provide leadership and advocacy 

around every child being ready for 

school /  establish a workgroup to 

develop a transition plan from 

kindergarten to Primary School 

Transition program developed 

and implemented 

 

Council – Leisure and 

Cultural Services  

Ongoing 

Happy and Healthy Children are active in the 

community 

Develop a communication strategy to 

promote Children through identified 

weeks e.g. Children’s week 

Communication Strategy 

developed 

Council – community 

Care Services 

2016 

Happy and Healthy Children are active in the 

community 

Implement Communication strategy  % of Communication Strategy 

implemented 

Council – Community 

Care Services 

Ongoing 
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Appendix 1 

Municipal Early Years Plan 2015 survey data 

Do you care for children aged between 0Do you care for children aged between 0Do you care for children aged between 0Do you care for children aged between 0----8 years of age?8 years of age?8 years of age?8 years of age?    

Answer Options Response 

Percent 

Response Count 

Yes 93.5% 115 

No 6.5% 8 

answered question 123 

skipped question 0 

 

What is your relationship to the children you What is your relationship to the children you What is your relationship to the children you What is your relationship to the children you care for? (Choose all that apply)care for? (Choose all that apply)care for? (Choose all that apply)care for? (Choose all that apply)    

Answer Options Response 

Percent 

Response Count 

Parent 94.9% 75 

Grandparent 3.8% 3 
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Foster Parent 0.0% 0 

Other family member (e.g. aunt, uncle or sibling) 5.1% 4 

Other 5.1% 4 

Other (please specify) 5 

answered question 79 

skipped question 44 

 

 

Please tell us how you feel with the following statements:Please tell us how you feel with the following statements:Please tell us how you feel with the following statements:Please tell us how you feel with the following statements:    

Answer Options Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

N/A Response 

Count 

I feel connected to the community I live in 10 43 18 5 3 0 79 

There are a range of services and programs for children 

and families in my local area 

7 49 14 7 2 0 79 

I know where to find information about local events and 

activities for children in my local area 

8 38 21 8 4 0 79 

It is easy for me to get information about services and 

local events and activities in my local area 

7 40 20 10 2 0 79 

It is safe for my family to walk or ride their bike to places 

such as the park, school, friend's house or work 

4 25 27 16 7 0 79 
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Services I use are respectful of my family background 

and history 

13 44 18 1 1 2 79 

It is easy for me to get information about keeping my 

family healthy 

12 49 14 3 0 1 79 

There are a range of places to go or things to do in my 

local area to keep my family and myself physically active 

8 36 17 11 7 0 79 

My child/ren are usually active at least one hour 

everyday (outside of school hours) 

22 42 6 4 2 3 79 

The cost of being involved in physical activities is 

reasonable 

2 27 26 15 7 2 79 

I regularly use (or have used) Maternal and Child Health - 

Key Ages and Stages visits 

39 30 7 2 0 1 79 

My child attends (or has attended) 4 year old 

Kindergarten 

18 17 4 1 4 35 79 

If you selected Strongly Disagree or Disagree please provide comments 31 

answered question 79 

skipped question 44 

 

 

What is your What is your What is your What is your gender?gender?gender?gender?    

Answer Options Response 

Percent 

Response Count 
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Female 92.4% 73 

Male 3.8% 3 

Prefer not to say 3.8% 3 

answered question 79 

skipped question 44 

 

Are you of Aboriginal and/ or Torres Strait Islander descent?Are you of Aboriginal and/ or Torres Strait Islander descent?Are you of Aboriginal and/ or Torres Strait Islander descent?Are you of Aboriginal and/ or Torres Strait Islander descent?    

Answer Options Response 

Percent 

Response Count 

Yes 7.6% 6 

No 87.3% 69 

Prefer not to say 5.1% 4 

answered question 79 

skipped question 44 

 

Where were you born?Where were you born?Where were you born?Where were you born?    

Answer Options Response 

Percent 

Response Count 
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Australia 87.3% 69 

Overseas 12.7% 10 

answered question 79 

skipped question 44 

 

What language do you mainly speak at home?What language do you mainly speak at home?What language do you mainly speak at home?What language do you mainly speak at home?    

Answer Options Response 

Percent 

Response Count 

English 96.2% 76 

Other 3.8% 3 

Other (please specify) 3 

    

 

 

Do any of the children 0Do any of the children 0Do any of the children 0Do any of the children 0----8 year of age who you care for have a disability?8 year of age who you care for have a disability?8 year of age who you care for have a disability?8 year of age who you care for have a disability?    

Answer Options Response 

Percent 

Response Count 

Yes 7.6% 6 
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No 88.6% 70 

Prefer not to say 3.8% 3 

answered question 79 

skipped question 44 

 

Do you (or another family member) who cares for children 0Do you (or another family member) who cares for children 0Do you (or another family member) who cares for children 0Do you (or another family member) who cares for children 0----8 years of age in 8 years of age in 8 years of age in 8 years of age in 

your home, have a disability?your home, have a disability?your home, have a disability?your home, have a disability?    

Answer Options Response 

Percent 

Response Count 

Yes 6.3% 5 

No 87.3% 69 

Prefer not to say 6.3% 5 

answered question 79 

skipped question 44 
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Appendix 2  

Themeing  

As a parent or caregiver what are your 3 biggest concerns in regards to raising children?As a parent or caregiver what are your 3 biggest concerns in regards to raising children?As a parent or caregiver what are your 3 biggest concerns in regards to raising children?As a parent or caregiver what are your 3 biggest concerns in regards to raising children?    

 

Key Key Key Key themesthemesthemesthemes    

35 Safety 

28 Education 

25 Health 

20 Cost of raising a family 

18 Availability of Opportunities 

14 Parental Responsibilities 

12 Childhood Development 

6 Nutrition 

6 Child friendly facilities 

3 Cultural Diversity 

4 Work life balance 

3 Inclusion 

2 Rural isolation 
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2 Other 

1 Information availability 

1 Commercialisation 

 

What are the top 3 things that would make MRCC a great place to live for families and young children?What are the top 3 things that would make MRCC a great place to live for families and young children?What are the top 3 things that would make MRCC a great place to live for families and young children?What are the top 3 things that would make MRCC a great place to live for families and young children?    

 

Key themesKey themesKey themesKey themes    

23   Access to Services 

21   Better parks / playgrounds 

17   Better children facilities 

16   Access to opportunities for children 

16   Children events 

13   Natural environment 

9   Cost of raising a familiy 

7   Safety 

5   Clean Environment 

4   Friendly service and people 

3   Other 

1   Transport 
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Appendix 3 
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